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Objectives: The Commission on Coastal Systems encourages the study of coastal systems throughout the world. The 

Commission sponsors and supports activities leading to the exchange of information regarding coastal systems 

among our members and throughout the IGU at large. The focus of attention is on interactive systems, both human 

and physical, and the areas of inquiry include issues such as sea-level rise, land-use changes, estuarine resources, 

coastal tourism and shoreline development, coastal recreation, and coastal zone management. The Commission will 

make concerted efforts to emphasize issues of Global Change. Copies of our Newsletter and announcements are on 

our website: http://igu-coast.org/ 

----------------------------- 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

 

The end of the year provides an opportunity to reflect on past achievements, as well as to look forward to events in 

the future. In the January 2022 newsletter, I started my message recalling that 2021 had been disrupted almost as 

much as the previous year as a consequence of the Covid pandemic. It has turned out that 2022 has also seen many 

people suffer from the virus, with several waves of infections, and tragically, though to a lesser extent, deaths. Many 

activities have been curtailed, but others have gone ahead, in some cases with modifications, and in others adopting 

technologies that enabled sharing resources virtually. Opportunities for networking and exchange of information and 

findings have diversified. There has been a greater willingness to travel, and conferences have taken place, although 

many have retained a hybrid mode, enabling both in-person presentation and on-line participation. 

2022 has been a year in which to look back and celebrate achievements made over the past 100 years. The 

International Geographical Union was founded in 1922; its centenary was celebrated at the Extraordinary 

International Geographical Congress in Paris. You can read about the coastal sessions that were held in this 

newsletter, and President of IGU, Professor Michael Meadows shares his reflection on the celebration of the IGU 

centenary in the Highlights section. 2022 has witnessed other events that have looked back on 100 years; several are 

included below. It is remarkable to think about the extraordinary advances that have occurred since these foundational 

initiatives. For example, research into coral reefs was in its infancy in the 1920s. In Australia the need to better 

understand coral reefs was increasingly appreciated at that time, and Sarah Hamylton shares some insights with the 

publication of a book on Australian coral reefs.  

There are a number of forthcoming meetings with a coastal interest, including EGU2023, and planning is already 

under way for IGC2024. You will find preliminary information on these and other meetings, as well as an update of 

special issues of journals and recent books on coastal systems in this newsletter that Margarita has compiled. I wish 

you all a healthy and productive 2023. 

COLIN WOODROFFE 

 

http://igu-coast.org/
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PHOTO OF THE ISSUE 

 

 

 

 

The beach of Santa Bárbara (Sao Miguel Island), located in the parish of Ribeira Seca, is one of the most extensive 

beaches in the Azores, Portugal, it is a kilometer in length. Santa Barbara is set on cliffs that fall from the mainland 

to the beach. It is well known internationally for its world class waves that justify the annual holding of surfing and 

bodyboarding.  

Photo credits: CCS Secretary Margarita Stancheva, Bulgaria. 

 

 

MEETINGS / SESSIONS SPONSORED OR CO-SPONSORED BY THE 

COMMISSION ON COASTAL SYSTEMS 
 

 
APRIL 23-28, 2023. EUROPEAN GEOSCIENCES UNION GENERAL ASSEMBLY, VIENNA, 

AUSTRIA. 

 

 
 

The General Assembly 2023 of the European Geosciences Union (EGU) is being held at the Austria Center Vienna 

(ACV) in Vienna, Austria and online, from 23–28 April 2023. Two sessions are co-sponsored by the Commission 

on Coastal Systems: 
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GM 6.1: Coastal morphodynamics: nearshore, beach and dunes 

The session will be organised for the sixth time at the EGU2023 General Assembly. It will examine coastal 

morphodynamics from the nearshore through to inland dune systems which are fundamental in understanding short- 

to long-term coastal behaviour. The session focuses on dunes that provide the physical barrier to flooding during 

high energy storms, whereas beaches and nearshore areas help dissipate storm impact through a series of dynamic 

interactions involving sediment transfers and at times rapid morphological changes. Investigation of complex 

interactions between these three interconnected systems has become essential for understanding coastal behaviour. 

This session welcomes contributions from coastal scientists interested in the measurement and modelling of physical 

processes and responses within the three sub-units over various spatial and temporal scales. It will highlight the latest 

scientific developments in our understanding of this part of the planet's geomorphic system and will facilitate 

knowledge exchange between the submerged (e.g., nearshore waves, currents, and sediment transport) and sub-aerial 

(e.g., beach and aeolian dune dynamics) zones. 

 

This session is being organised by Emilia Guisado-Pintado (Spain), Derek Jackson (UK) and Irene Delgado-

Fernandez (Spain). 

 

Session link: https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU23/session/47072 

---------------------------- 

 

 

 

NH 6.1: Toward Reducing Vulnerability and Managing Coastal hazard 

A coastal hazard is the occurrence of a phenomenon (e.g. a tropical storm), which has the potential for causing 

damage to, or loss of, natural ecosystems, buildings, and infrastructure. They occur across different time and area 

scales and each is in some way unique. The perspective of higher sea levels due to climate changes exacerbates the 

risk that coastal territories will be exposed to coastal hazards. The result of population growth, urbanisation and a 

movement towards the coast, the vulnerability of coastal areas has greatly increased. Therefore this calls for 

management of coastal hazards to reduce vulnerability for the communities living closer to the shore. It is particularly 

urgent because many small island nation states and developing littoral countries with high population densities are 

hit much harder due to the lack of resources and assets to handle the calamity. Managing coastal hazards is therefore 

an area of collective interest to coastal states across the globe. Local communities and governments must firmly 

commit to acting in accordance with the Sendai Framework's (2015- 2030) standards in order to lessen their 

vulnerability to natural disasters. In this session, researchers are invited to discuss case studies, models, theories, and 

strategies that lay an emphasis on the development of skills and knowledge necessary to effectively foresee, mitigate 

against, and recover from coastal hazards. Additionally, it will give a forum for discussion to raise awareness of the 

issue and suggest potential solutions. 

The session is being organised by Ritika Prasad and Bhanwar Vishvendra Raj Singh (India) 

Session link: https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU23/session/45797 

---------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU23/session/47072
https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU23/session/45797
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REPORTS ON MEETINGS 

 

JULY 18-22, 2022. UGI-IGU PARIS, THE CENTENNIAL CONGRESS, PARIS, FRANCE 

Тhree sessions at the IGU Paris 

were sponsored by the Commission 

on Coastal Systems: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coastal resources and unsustainability: addressing underlying issues to strengthen resource governance, 
convened by Ritika Prasad and Bratati De 

The International Geographic Union reached its 100th anniversary in 2022. To celebrate this creation, the evolution 

of the discipline over the last century, and it’s contemporary and future significance, the French Committee of 

Geography (CNFG) organized an extraordinary conference, gathering geographers from all the continents. The Paris 

2022 UGI Centennial Congress took place between July 18 and July 22 2022. The event was organised in venues 

epitomising the living heart of geography in the city: Sorbonne, Institut de Géographie, Société de Géographie. The 

centenary of the IGU’s theme was "Time for Geographers". The theme "Time for Geographers" focused on the 

questions linked between the spatial and temporal dimensions of the living environment of humans and non-humans. 

It allowed us to confront instant and duration, ephemeral and permanent, temporality and timelessness, uniqueness 

and repetition, rapidity and slowness, mobility and immobility, cycles and renewal, mortality and immortality, 

revolutions and stagnation, dynamics and resistance, crisis and resilience, stability and instability, biostasis and 

rhexistasis, youth and old age, heritage and prospective, spatial and temporal scales, geography and the society. 

This year’s conference was carried out both onsite and online due to the need of epidemic prevention and control. 

The session was organised under the Commission of Coastal Systems on 19th July 2022. As chair of the session of 

Coastal resources and unsustainability, the session was arranged smoothly. There were two oral presentations. One 

paper was “Assessment of Anthropogenic Impacts in Coastal Areas: A Case Study of Kachchh Biosphere Reserve, 

Gujarat, India”. The study highlighted the morphological, total vegetation, water index, and shoreline changes over 

the past two decades (2000 - 2020) using satellite images from Landsat TM, ETM, and OLI.  The other one was 

Integrated Coastal Vulnerability Mapping of Southern Coastal Gujarat using GIS based Analytical Hierarchical 

Process which focused to develop an integrated coastal vulnerability index (ICVI) for the South Gujarat coastal 

districts covering Bahruch, Surat, Navsari, and Valsad using both physical and socioeconomic variables. The 

participants had in-depth discussions on the research frontiers and shared their views on the topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Dr. Ritika Prasad, Assistant Professor, Department of Geography University of Lucknow, Uttar 

Pradesh- India. E-mail: prasad.ritika24@gmail.com. 

-------------------------- 
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Coasts’ Futures: The Challenge of Coastal Resilience in the Face of Global Change, convened by Ywenn De La 

Torre and Virginie Duvat 

 
This session intended to develop current and new approaches in relation with coastal resilience to climate and global 

changes. The communications showed a rich diversity with case studies from North and South America, the 

Caribbean and the Mediterranean. 

The first part of the session focused on adaptation by reducing coastal hazards through Nature Based Solutions. We 

had examples in the Caribbean with the quantification of the wave runup limitation from the restoration of the upper 

beach vegetation and the fringing reef health state. In Chile, the introduction of new plant species (Ambrosa, 

Carpobrotus) is related with the development of the foredune and can be used to stabilize and reinforce natural 

protection in exposed areas.  

The second part discussed how to deal with intense coastal urbanization and how implement sustainable adaptation 

strategies. In the Mediterranean (Valencian Coast, Sicily), where turism is massive, coastal management plans face 

such anthropic pressure that the ability to adapt other than by coastal engineering is in doubt. However, a hopeful 

initiative is observed in Saint-Pierre et Miquelon archipelago where after a time of denial the population is accepting 

and adapting to current and upcoming coastal risks by preparing the relocalization of the whole Miquelon village. 

 

Submitted by: Ywenn De La Torre, French Geological Survey | BRGM · Guadeloupe Regional Direction, French 

West Indies. 

------------------------- 

 
Coastal Tourism, Heritage and Nature Conservation in the Anthropocene, convened by Vincent Andreu-

Boussut and Céline Chadenas 

 

The session comprised three components. The first looked at tourism and community management: subtitled, a shift 

for natural and cultural heritage conservation? It included papers on conservation of coastal biodiversity from 

Brittany, French Polynesia, and New Zealand. The second was on assessing values and heritage awareness: 

experiences and barriers. This considered beach-dune systems with studies from Italy, Romania, Seychelles and 

Indonesia. The third focused on heritage conservation in the Anthropocene: issues and challenges, and referred to 

Mexico, Guadeloupe, and Normandy. 

 

 

MEETINGS WITH COASTAL INTEREST 
 

 

JANUARY 09-11, 2023. 10TH ANNUAL WORLD CONGRESS OF OCEAN-2023 (WCO-2023), 

SAPPORO, JAPAN 

 

 
 

The 10th Annual World Congress of Ocean-2023 (WCO-2023) will be held in Sapporo, Japan during January 09-11, 

2023. WCO series congress contribute to offering professionals in the field of ocean a multidisciplinary informative 

cooperative platform, and it has been the most definite and grand Ocean event in Asia. With the strong participation 
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from diversified areas, we are proud to say WCO has turned into an important international convention in ocean 

related fields. 

The 3-day conference is an effective series of activities including Plenary Forum, Parallel Sessions, Welcome 

Banquet, Exhibitions, Posters and Tours etc. 

Programmed Chapters at a Glance: 

- Track 1: Maritime Law 

- Track 2: Ocean Economy and Finance 

- Track 3: Coastal and Ocean Engineering 

- Track 4: Ocean Energy Development and Utilization 

- Track 5: Emerging Ocean Science and Technology 

- Track 6: Marine Management and Environment Protection 

- Track 7: Smart Port, Green Shipping & Shipbuilding 

- Track 8: Marine Biotechnology 

- Track 9: Aquaculture and Fisheries 

 

Stay tuned for more information following the conference webpage: 

https://www.bitcongress.com/wco2023/default.asp 

--------------------------- 

 

 

MAY 08-12, 2023. GEOHAB (MARINE GEOLOGICAL AND BIOLOGICAL HABITAT 

MAPPING) CONFERENCE, SAINT-GILLES-LES-BAINS, LA RÉUNION 

 

 

 

GeoHab (Marine Geological and Biological Habitat Mapping) is an international association of marine scientists 

studying and mapping geophysical, biophysical and geomorphic indicators of benthic communities, species diversity 

and distribution. The GeoHab association will hold its 2023 annual conference for the first time in Africa, on the 

French island of La Réunion, from Monday May 8 to Friday May 12. 

This annual conference typically attracts approximately 120-150 scientists and professionals including biologists, 

geologists, environmental scientists, spatial analysts, technologists, geophysicists and environmental advisors from 

around the world, providing a unique multidisciplinary forum for the exchange of knowledge and ideas that underpin 

sustainable ocean management. 

GeoHab is presently in its 21st year and has produced many publications and contributions to the development of this 

field through different working groups. The conference will be an in-person meeting with a video virtual link for 

attendees to log in, but all oral and poster presentations will only be permitted in person.  

https://www.bitcongress.com/wco2023/default.asp
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Important Dates 

 December 1 2022:  Abstract submission opens 

 February 3 2023: Abstract submission closes; student support application closes 

 March 1 2023: Registration opens 

Students are strongly encouraged to attend and student grants will be available (see the ‘Student support’ section for 

more details). 

Conference webpage: https://geohab.org/geohab-2023/ 

--------------------------- 

 

 

 

MAY 24-25 2023. EUROPEAN MARITIME DAY 2023, BREST, FRANCE  

 
The European Maritime Day (EMD) is the annual 

two-day event during which Europe’s maritime 

community meet to network, discuss and outline joint 

action on maritime affairs and sustainable blue 

economy. 

 

The EMD is the place where ‘Ocean Leaders 

Meet’. It provides an engaging and complete 

interactive experience to catch up on the current state 

of play on a broad range of issues concerning the blue 

economy and the marine environment and discuss 

ways of moving forward. It features a large number 

of excellent speakers, thematic sessions, stakeholder 

workshops and project pitch sessions organised by 

stakeholders and the European Commission. The EMD targets professionals from businesses, governments, public 

institutions, NGOs and academia. 

 

The 2023 edition of the European Maritime Day will take place in Brest, France, on 24-25 May as physical event.  

The EMD 2023 is being organised by the European Commission, the City of Brest, the Secretariat General for the 

Sea and the Region of Bretagne. 

As usual, the EMD will offer a rich programme including: 

 An opening session with key note speeches 

 High Level Panels offered by the Commission on the latest developments of European maritime policies 

 Numerous high quality workshops organised by the maritime stakeholders 

 Pitch stage sessions presenting exciting blue projects 

 An exhibition with the latest information on blue economy activities 

 Networking opportunities 

 

So, save the date in your calendar and do not miss the opportunity to visit Brest in May to connect with your peers, 

exchange views, showcase your achievements and get up to speed with the latest policy developments in the maritime 

world. 

 

Registration will open in March 2023. More information will be available on the European Maritime Day 

website: https://maritime-day.ec.europa.eu/ 

--------------------------- 

 

 

 

https://geohab.org/geohab-2023/
https://maritime-day.ec.europa.eu/
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JUNE 05-08, 2023. IGU THEMATIC CONFERENCE THE OCEAN AND SEAS IN 

GEOGRAPHICAL THOUGHT, MILAN, ITALY  

 

 
 

As a contribution to the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030), a thematic 

conference of the IGU is organised, focusing the ocean and seas as complex and relational geographical ‘objects’ 

through a plurality of foci. For centuries, the ocean and seas have been means for connecting people and at the same 

time separating them, corresponding to different functions through different times and cultures. While the earliest 

studies were made by maritime nations, and especially with either colonial or military reasons, more recently the 

emphasis has been on firstly the need to exploit the oceans and secondly on the links with global changes. Hence, 

these liquid spaces and their pictorial and cartographic representations have been the object of rich studies in the 

geographical tradition that anticipated some features of current debates on non-state geopolitics, hybridity, and global 

change, to mention only some of the most often quoted matters in broader disciplinary and transdisciplinary 

conversations.  

Marine complexity and the many uses and users require that all the disciplines within both physical geography and 

human geography are required to be combined in true interdisciplinary studies. The ocean and seas are social spaces, 

political spaces, logistical spaces and cultural spaces. Since the early 2000s, the scientific community has renewed 

its interest in the ocean by focusing also on their educational value: Ocean Literacy means understanding the 

influence the ocean has on human beings and of human beings on the ocean. 

Furthermore, the ocean and seas are at the center of current discussions on the life of the planet, climate change and 

sustainability. From an economic perspective, the use of ocean resources is one of the most critical challenges that 

humanity needs to tackle in the coming years. Almost invariably, these issues are intersected by gender and social 

location. Successfully addressing these issues implies a dialogue between different academic specialties and between 

scholarship and public policy, including grassroots movements and activism. The seas should not be spaces of 

exclusion, but help to ensure mobility for all. In particular, there is the need to cover the continuum from ecological 

structure and functioning, to ecosystem services and then to societal goods and benefits. IGU commissions and task 

forces have a lot of expertise about wide arrays of maritime issues. This thematic session aims to put together 

interventions from all branches of geography and critical thinking on the chosen theme to foster intra and 

interdisciplinary dialogue on such a large part of the earth’s surface (70%). That is the part of our globe covered with 

waters, one which geographer Elisée Reclus described as a metaphor of universal human brotherhood, being the 

grand common basin in which all different individual streams converge. The meeting will especially look for 

contributions which bring a multidisciplinary approach to the understanding and management of the oceans. 

 

The Call for Abstracts has been open (deadline 9 January 2023 and notification of acceptance 6 February 

2023). 
 

The list of accepted sessions is available here: https://igu-chg-2023.unimib.it/session-list/ 

https://igu-chg-2023.unimib.it/session-list/
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To submit an abstract, presenters have to fill a dedicated form that can be found at this link: https://igu-chg-

2023.unimib.it/call-for-abstract/ 

 

Follow the conference website for further information: see https://igu-chg-2023.unimib.it/ 

--------------------------- 

 

 

AUGUST 24-30, 2024. 35TH INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL CONGRESS, DUBLIN, 

IRELAND  

 

 
 
The 35th International Geogrpahical Congress will be held in Dublin in August 2024. It will continue the tradition 

of previous congresses in recognising that our world faces many common natural and societal challenges that can 

only be dealt with through global action, understanding and sharing. Geography as a discipline, its skills, attributes 

and the geographic mindset has much to offer other disciplines, policymakers, officials, politicians, and our wider 

communities. The theme of IGC 2024 is ‘Celebrating a World of Difference’ and we are strongly focused through 

our academic and fieldwork programme on supporting intercultural awareness and understanding; promoting 

intellectual diversity as a strength; bringing geographic research and thinking beyond the congress walls; and 

grappling with the complex interconnections between people, place and the natural world. In an increasingly 

contested, fragmented and troubled world, celebrating difference as a strength and acknowledging our common 

humanity is essential. 

 

The Commission on Coastal Systems anticipates supporting one or more sessions on Coasts, and encourages 

our coastal colleagues to consider convening a session on appropriate topics. The call for sessions will open in 

May 2023, see: http://igc2024dublin.org/.  

 

For further information, or to become involved, contact Professor Iris Moeller, email: moelleri@tcd.ie 
--------------------------- 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS & FEATURES 
 
The International Geographical Union was founded in 1922; its centenary was celebrated at the Extraordinary 

International Geographical Union in Paris. IGU President, Michael Meadows shares the following reflection: 

It was an immense privilege for me to have presided over the centennial celebration of the IGU at the Extraordinary 

International Geographical Congress held in Paris in July. Considerably more than 2000 participants gathered in 

recognition of the distinguished and illustrious history of a great international geographical organization.  In the rich 

and illustrious history of the IGU there has never been a more important time for Geography than now - in the 

Anthropocene.   

https://igu-chg-2023.unimib.it/call-for-abstract/
https://igu-chg-2023.unimib.it/call-for-abstract/
https://igu-chg-2023.unimib.it/
mailto:moelleri@tcd.ie
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It is abundantly clear that we must confront the enormity of the 

environmental and societal challenges that permeate every element of the 

complex and increasingly vulnerable relationship between humanity and 

nature.  This relationship is precious but is threatened by a range of 

significant and highly demanding problems. The current climate, 

biodiversity, pandemic– are all indicators of the need to develop a deep and 

robust scientific understanding of the human-environmental relationship in 

order to secure a sustainable future.  This is especially true of coastal 

systems, which are both important and particularly vulnerable to the 

vicissitudes of climate change, sea level rise, and human activities.  

Practically all of the IGU Commissions were represented there and indeed, 

the Coastal Systems Commission held three lively and productive paper 

sessions. Even the summer heat – which acted as a kind of real-time 

reminder of the impact of humans on the climate – could not diminish the 

fine efforts of the local organizing committee which, in association with the French National Committee for 

Geography, presented a memorable conference that was a credit to the 100 years of our distinguished history.  

Large congresses are not easy to organize and can sometimes seem a little impersonal, but I think the atmosphere 

in Paris, where we met amidst the beautiful and historic surroundings of the Sorbonne, was as open, friendly and 

accessible as any I can remember.   

Michael Meadows, IGU President 2020-2024, Nanjing, China, December 2022 

 
The International Geographical Union (IGU)  

The International Geographical Union (IGU) promotes the study of geographical 

problems; initiates and coordinates geographical research requiring international 

cooperation; promotes scientific discussion and publication; provides for the 

participation of geographers in the work of relevant international organizations; 

facilitates the collection and diffusion of geographical data and documentation in and 

among its member countries; promotes International Geographical Congresses. See the IGU webpage - https://igu-

online.org/. 

--------------------------- 

 

 

100 YEARS OF GEOGRAPHY  

The IGU was not the only organisation to celebrate a century of achievement in geographical study in 2022. A 

hundred years ago Geography was in its infancy at many universities. The University of Sydney recently celebrated 

100 years of Geography. 

The first Department of Geography in Australia commenced in 1921 at the University of Sydney, and operated until 

it was merged with Geology in 1997 to form the School of Geosciences. In 1891 Edgeworth David was appointed 

Professor of Geology at the University of Sydney, a position he held until 1924. Perhaps best known for his several 

decades of interest in the Antarctic, he was also a central figure in the drilling that was undertaken on Funafuti Atoll 

in the Pacific, 1896-1898. In 1921 Griffith Taylor was the founding head of the new Department of Geography at the 

University of Sydney and in 1927 he became the first President of the Geographical Society of New South Wales. 

The University of Sydney recently celebrated 100 years of Geography and the past 25 years during which Geography 

and Geology have been part of the School of Geosciences. Geography at Sydney has had, and continues to have, a 

strong focus on the coast. In particular, the Coastal Studies Unit (CSU) in the 1970s undertook a series of studies 

around the coast of Australia, leading to the development of beach and estuary models that encompass the full range 

of beach types and states found in Australia, and typical of many beaches globally. 

Coincidentally, the event also provided the opportunity for Emeritus Professor Bruce Thom to receive the 

Distinguished Geographical Practice Award from the International Geographical Union. 

https://igu-online.org/
https://igu-online.org/
http://www.igu-ccs.org/
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IGU Vice-President Phil McManus presenting the inaugural award for Distinguished Geographical Practice to Bruce 

Thom 

Bruce has been a leader in the field of coastal studies in Australia, and continues to play a strategic role in guiding 

coastal management. He has headed Geography at the University of New South Wales (ADFA in Canberra) and the 

University of Sydney, and served as Vice-Chancellor of the University of New England. He established the Australian 

Coastal Society (ACS) He has been instrumental in both the scientific study of the Australian coast, and also its better 

stewardship and management, shaping the NSW Coastal Policy and NSW Coastal Management Act (2016). He 

continues to influence science and policy through the Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists.  Bruce was 

instrumental in starting the Australian Coastal Society (ACS), and he continues to write a Blog on coastal issues for 

the ACS - https://australiancoastalsociety.org.au/category/acs-blog/ 

Words by Colin Woodroffe 

--------------------------- 

 

 

100 YEARS OF CORAL REEF RESEARCH IN AUSTRALIA 

The Australian Coral Reef Society (ACRS), previously known as the Great Barrier Reef Committee (GBRC), was 

established in 1922 by the Royal Geographical Society of Australia. The GBRC transitioned to the ACRS in 1982 at 

a time when three original Committee objectives were achieved: the establishment and transfer of Heron Island 

Research Station to the University of Queensland, the establishment of the Australian Institute of Marine Science 

(AIMS, est.1972) and the establishment of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA, est.1975).  The 

new constitutional aim of the ACRS was to promote the study, protection and conservation of Australia’s coral reefs 

by bringing together academic researchers, reef managers and those with an interest in Australian reefs to exchange 

scientific information and share ideas on reef-related issues.  

The Society’s geographical scope grew to encompass all Australian coral reefs, from Western Australia and sites 

such as the Cocos (Keeling) Islands in the Indian Ocean to Lord Howe Island and reefs of the Coral Sea in the Pacific, 

and it began to coordinate a growing body of members. These included anyone with an interest in Australia’s coral 

reefs: universities, the GBRMPA, AIMS, several state government departments (for example, the Queensland 

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Western Australian Department of Parks and Wildlife, the Marine Parks 

Office of Lord Howe Island), museums, research stations, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 

Organisation (CSIRO), environmental consultancies, non-governmental organisations, tourism operators and reef 

businesses.  

https://australiancoastalsociety.org.au/category/acs-blog/
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The Society has an impressive history of scientific advocacy to secure the long-term future of Australian coral reefs, 

drawing on the expertise of its members to provide objective advice to policymakers. Anyone interested to find out 

more can visit a free exhibition at the Queensland Museum in Brisbane that will run until July 2023, ‘Making Waves: 

A Century of Australian Coral Reef Science’, or read in detail about some of the milestones of the Society in a new 

Special issue of the journal Historical Records of Australian Science, available free online until February 2023. The 

collection reflects on many years of dedication of reef scientists, members and councillors to advancing our 

understanding of, and protecting, coral reefs. 

ACRS has produced a centenary collection of essays ‘Coral Reefs of Australia: Perspectives from beyond the water’s 

edge’ published by CSIRO Publishing in November 2022 about living alongside Australia’s coral reefs from 

Indigenous Australians, coral reef scientists, historians, social scientists, managers and politicians. The collection is 

edited by the President of the Australian Coral Reef Society, Associate Professor Sarah Hamylton (University of 

Wollongong), Dr Pat Hutchings (Australian Museum) and Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg (University of 

Queensland).  There are some lovely essays in there from sung and unsung heroes, including Sylvia Earle, David 

Ritter, Tim Winton and Imogen Zethoven. The broad geographic and disciplinary scope of the collection is testament 

to the importance of coral reefs in our day to day lives. 

 

 

The editors of Coral Reefs of Australia, Sarah Hamylton (standing), Pat Hutchings and Ove Hoegh-Guldberg at the 

launch of the book. 

Written by Sarah Hamylton, University of Wollongong 

--------------------------- 

 

 

IGCP 725: 'GEOCHRON JANUARY' RETURNS! 
 
We are very pleased to announce the second annual free & fully virtual IGCP Project 725 

‘Geochron January’ Workshop. Following last year’s very successful workshop on radiocarbon 

dating, we have broadened this year’s event to a wider array of tools for dating the coastal 

sedimentologic record: luminescence and U/Th dating, cosmogenic radionuclides, short-lived radioisotopes, and 

chronological horizons. 

  

This year’s workshop, Beyond Radiocarbon: Dating the Coastal Geologic Record, will be held on Thursday, 

19 January 2023. 

https://www.publish.csiro.au/hr/virtualissue/3202
https://www.publish.csiro.au/book/8046/
https://www.publish.csiro.au/book/8046/
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This workshop is free and will be fully virtual. Once again following the theme of IGCP 725, it will cover the basics 

“from cores to code”. Topics will include: field sampling strategies across environments and timescales of interest; 

sample handling and preparation; a behind-the-scenes look at the science underpinning the techniques and some of 

the basics of lab analyses; and age-depth modeling. 

Details and the full list of topics can be found on the  website. Please register by January 7 at this 

link: https://forms.office.com/e/ce3RqMtfMa   

  
The workshop will have two components:   

1)  Advance Recorded Presentations: Eleven, 15-20 minute pre-recorded presentations to be posted one week 

in advance of the workshop (by 10 January 2023) on the IGCP 725 YouTube site (a link will be emailed to 

all registrants). 

2)  Breakout Sessions: we will hold two synchronous sets of breakout sessions on 19 January. Each will include 

a 5-minute recap talk by each expert, followed by the opportunity for attendees to interact with topical experts 

and discuss their own data/project needs and questions. These will be held: 

·   Breakout Session #1: 00:00-01:00 GMT [UTC] on 19 January.  

·   Breakout Session #2: 15:00-16:00 GMT [UTC] on 19 January. 

During each breakout session timeslot we will have active 2–3 concurrent zoom rooms. Each will have 2–3 experts 

plus a host. Although not all presenters will be present in zoom rooms at both breakout sessions, experts will be 

arranged to ensure diverse topical coverage at both sessions. Registrants will receive zoom information for all 

sessions and zoom rooms via email in advance of the workshop. Registrants will be able to move between the zoom 

sessions, and are welcome to attend both sets of breakout sessions. 

  

Recordings of all presentations and breakout session zoom rooms will be made available to all pre-registered 

attendees.  

--------------------------- 

 

 

 

SPECIAL ISSUE “Coastal Systems: Monitoring, Protection and Adaptation Approaches”, Journal 

of Marine Science and Engineering  

 

 
A special issue is run on the subject "Coastal Systems: 

Monitoring, Protection and Adaptation Approaches" for the 

Journal of Marine Science and Engineering, with guest 

editors Niki Evelpidou, Anna Karkani and Miltiadis 

Polidorou. The deadline for submission is 25 January 2023.  

The special issue has already published 9 research papers on related topics. The published papers are focused on 

various topics related to coastal management solutions, assessment methods to coastal vulnerability, coastal erosion, 

anthropogenic pressures, beach morphology mapping and innovative nature based solutions for coastal erosion.  

List of published papers: 

1. Matos, F.A.; Alves, F.; Coelho, C.; Lima, M.; Vizinho, A. Participatory Approach to Build Up a Municipal 

Strategy for Coastal Erosion Mitigation and Adaptation to Climate Change. J. Mar. Sci. Eng. 2022, 10, 1718. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/jmse10111718 

2. Komi, A.; Petropoulos, A.; Evelpidou, N.; Poulos, S.; Kapsimalis, V. Coastal Vulnerability Assessment for 

Future Sea Level Rise and a Comparative Study of Two Pocket Beaches in Seasonal Scale, Ios Island, 

Cyclades, Greece. J. Mar. Sci. Eng. 2022, 10, 1673. https://doi.org/10.3390/jmse10111673 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfu.ca%2Figcp-725%2Fupcomingevents.html&data=04%7C01%7Chein%40vims.edu%7C9e3aea65c3c94239e81d08d9b84a71ce%7C8cbcddd9588d4e3b9c1e2367dbdf1740%7C0%7C0%7C637743452390487513%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=JTz164ENmCaYv7n2JdFxd%2Fvx%2FJWhHfeFIV1%2BP3qbhak%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.office.com/e/ce3RqMtfMa
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3. Lämmle, L.; Perez Filho, A.; Donadio, C.; Arienzo, M.; Ferrara, L.; Santos, C.d.J.; Souza, A.O. 

Anthropogenic Pressure on Hydrographic Basin and Coastal Erosion in the Delta of Paraíba do Sul River, 

Southeast Brazil. J. Mar. Sci. Eng. 2022, 10, 1585. https://doi.org/10.3390/jmse10111585 

4. Bullejos, M.; Cabezas, D.; Martín-Martín, M.; Alcalá, F.J. A K-Nearest Neighbors Algorithm in Python for 

Visualizing the 3D Stratigraphic Architecture of the Llobregat River Delta in NE Spain. J. Mar. Sci. 

Eng. 2022, 10, 986. https://doi.org/10.3390/jmse10070986 

5. Holly, G.; Rey da Silva, A.; Henderson, J.; Bita, C.; Forsythe, W.; Ombe, Z.A.; Poonian, C.; Roberts, H. 

Utilizing Marine Cultural Heritage for the Preservation of Coastal Systems in East Africa. J. Mar. Sci. 

Eng. 2022, 10, 693. https://doi.org/10.3390/jmse10050693 

6. Londoño-Londoño, J.E.; Condesso de Melo, M.T.; Nascimento, J.N.; Silva, A.C.F. Thermal-Based Remote 

Sensing Solution for Identifying Coastal Zones with Potential Groundwater Discharge. J. Mar. Sci. 

Eng. 2022, 10, 414. https://doi.org/10.3390/jmse10030414 

7. Saitis, G.; Karkani, A.; Koutsopoulou, E.; Tsanakas, K.; Kawasaki, S.; Evelpidou, N. Beachrock Formation 

Mechanism Using Multiproxy Experimental Data from Natural and Artificial Beachrocks: Insights for a 

Potential Soft Engineering Method. J. Mar. Sci. Eng. 2022, 10, 87. https://doi.org/10.3390/jmse10010087 

8. Evelpidou, N.; Petropoulos, A.; Karkani, A.; Saitis, G. Evidence of Coastal Changes in the West Coast of 

Naxos Island, Cyclades, Greece. J. Mar. Sci. Eng. 2021, 9, 1427. https://doi.org/10.3390/jmse9121427. 

Submitted by: CCS SC Member Niki Evelpidou, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece. 

--------------------------- 

 

 

MSP4BIO: IMPROVED SCIENCE-BASED MARITIME SPATIAL PLANNING TO 

SAFEGUARD AND RESTORE BIODIVERSITY IN A COHERENT EUROPEAN MPA 

NETWORK  

The MSP4BIO project is funded by the European Union` Horizon Europe Research 

and Innovation Programme under the Grant Agreement: 101060707. The project runs 

for 3 years (August 2022 – August 2025). The project is coordinated by s.Pro - 

sustainable projects, Germany and is implemented by an interdisciplinary Pan-

European team bringing 18 partner organisations from 14 countries across Europe. 

The main objective of the MSP4BIO is to develop an integrated and modular Ecological-Socio-Economic (ESE) 

management framework for the protection and restoration of marine ecosystems. The solutions developed in 

the project will fill gaps on marine biodiversity and its management, by better linking spatial ecological features 

with socio-economic elements. The framework will take into account the criteria and objectives of relevant policies 

(MSFD, WFD, MSPD, CFP, etc.) and contribute to the EU Biodiversity Strategy (EUBS) 2030 and the Convention 

on Biological Diversity post-2020 framework.  

Six test sites in five European Sea Basins have been selected to conduct the analysis and to showcase and 

operationalise the ESE management framework. The test sites reflect the processes that are taking place at the 

national, sub-and-supranational levels, at different geographical scales, and focus on different socio-economic and 

environmental challenges.  

Communities of Practice (CoP) will be established in each of the test sites for the effective interaction with planners, 

regulators, and researchers relevant for MSP and MPAs. Interactions will take place in the form of workshops and 

focus group meetings. This is expected to facilitate exchange, to build ownership, thus ensuring uptake of 

developed tools in test areas and beyond. Follow the MSP4BIO website for more information and further 

progress on the project activities: https://msp4bio.eu/! 

https://msp4bio.eu/
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MONITORING PLASTICS IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

Recent research suggests that it is possible to use remote sensing imagery, tools and techniques to monitor and 

identify plastics on beaches and also on the surface of the water. With the rapid development in drone platforms and 

sensors, it is now possible to acquire high-resolution imagery which - with the help of digital image processing 

software - can be used to extract information on marine litter. Research shows that with growing concerns about 

microplastics and nanoplastics on our beaches and in the water column, drone technology can help to isolate different 

types of plastics in the marine litter, some of which may - through decay in the environment - lead to microplastics 

and nanoplastics being released. Hyperspectral sensors mounted on fixed platforms and drones have demonstrated 

that it is possible to be able to quickly pick out these plastics, which in practice could help to remove them more 

quickly before they have a chance to decay significantly.  

The University of Aberdeen in conjunction with EGCP's TTPT project is hoping to explore the use of drone platforms 

with Hyperspectral sensors to undertake a 'proof of concept' research project. In addition to using traditional image 

processing, the project hopes to examine the role Artificial Intelligence (AI) can play in automated recognition of 

different plastics from the imagery captured. 
 

 
 

Photographs - Courtesy of Texo and Headwall (Drone & Hyperspectral Sensor) 

Submitted by: CCS Vice-Chair David R. Green - UCEMM | University of Aberdeen 

www.abdn.ac.uk/research/ucemm 

--------------------------- 

 

IN MEMORIAM: PROF. ALLAN T. WILLIAMS, a great scientist and friend! 
 

It is with the greatest sadness to inform the coastal community that Prof. Dr. Allan T. Williams passed away 

on 17 November 2022. 

 

Prof. Allan T. Williams was Emeritus Professor at Swansea 

Metropolitan University, Swansea, Wales, UK. He published >400 

papers and reports, specialising in coastal processes and coastal 

management. He worked mainly in Europe, but also Africa, China, 

India, the USA and Latin America. He was an Erskine Fellow at the 

University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand; Scientific 

researcher at the International Hurricane Research Centre, Miami, 

USA and a holder of a Winston Churchill Fellowship award. 

Consultancies included work carried out for: Wardell-Armstrong 

Eng; Hyder Engineering; Robert West and partners; Asia 

Development Bank; International Coral Reef Organisation Ltd.; 

UNDP; EUCC; PAPRAC, Split, Croatia; CCMS (Advisory 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/research/ucemm
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Committee), Bulgaria. He also served as the main pillar of the Mediterranean Coastal Foundation throughout the 30 

years long lifetime of MEDCOAST. 

Allan was an influencing scientist publishing in a diverse range of coastal management issues. More than this 

however, he was a great friend with enormous positive energy that he generously transmitted to entire coastal 

community. He was extremely supportive colleague and touched upon the lives of many young scientists through 

collective research and joint publications. 

We've all walked along with him 'The Wales Coast Path' under his leadership, projects, field trips, papers, books, 

conferences, courses... all enlightened under his creative mind. An engineer, a tutor, a poet, an author, a musician, a 

gentleman… who gave all the best from his heart to all of us. We were happy with him, laughing, joking, talking, 

and sharing the happiness of successful works that we've achieved when walking together along his Path... 

 

A huge THANK YOU, DEAR ALLAN, for your great contributions to the coastal science and to our lives! 

We will not forget you... 

 

From the very many colleagues and friends all around the world! 
--------------------------- 

 

 

BOOKS & REPORTS ON COASTAL AND MARINE TOPICS 
 

KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE REPORT ON COASTAL DUNES  

 

 
Coastal sand dunes are one of the most threatened habitats in Europe. They offer 

space for various, often specialized animals and plants; and the unique 

landscape constitutes an important service for human well-being. Knowledge 

exchange about (management of) these habitat types is fundamental to improve 

management techniques and gain new insights.  

 

On the 28-29 of October 2022, a knowledge exchange event concerning coastal 

dunes ecology took place in the Netherlands (with representatives of 3 ongoing 

LIFE projects, the administration board of thy National park and a lot of dune 

experts from the Netherlands). The report with most interesting discussion 

points and terrain facts you will find as pdf-file. 

 

 

 

 

 
--------------------------- 
 

 

VANISHING SANDS: LOSING BEACHES TO MINING 
 

Duke University Press: Orrin H. Pilkey, Norma J. Longo, William J. Neal, Nelson G. Rangel-Buitrago, Keith 

C. Pilkey, Hannah L. Hayes 

 

A new book from Duke University Press, “Vanishing Sands: Losing Beaches to Mining,” casts light on the 

shadowy world of sand mining through case studies that illuminate its disastrous impacts and a concluding 

chapter that proposes common-sense solutions. 

Because of the tradition of viewing beaches as public land, people have historically thought of beach sand as a free 

and limitless resource, Pilkey and his co-authors explain in their preface to “Vanishing Sands…” 

https://www.eucc-d.de/files/eucc/Netzwerke/Duenennetzwerk/pdf_files/Report_Reinhardt_Strubbe_etal_2020small.pdf
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Beaches and coastal dunes are among the most dynamic of nature’s environments —worked on by waves, storms, 

surf-zone currents, wind, and even ice in the winter. Beaches and dunes occupy a place in coastal space that moves 

up and landward with sea level rise, or down and seaward if sea level falls. Beginning with Neolithic people and then 

the Phoenicians and Romans, humans have interfered with these natural processes by locking waves and currents 

with hard structures to hold the shore in place, in order to protect valued property placed next to the shore. 

 

Today, we continue this compulsion to hold the dynamic 

ocean shoreline in a static position with the same ineffective 

techniques, such as dredging channels and building bigger 

and better seawalls and groins, to protect property (e.g., 

tourist facilities, ever-bigger houses, refineries, and 

infrastructure) that could have been placed in less hazardous 

positions. Globally, most of this modern activity is driven by 

the tourism industry and the attraction of permanent seaside 

residency. The resulting boom in urban-suburban 

development has grown to the very edge of beaches, often a 

top dunes. 

In a time of accelerating sea level rise and increasingly 

intensifying storms, the world’s sandy beaches and dunes 

have never been more crucial to protecting coastal 

environments. Yet, in order to meet the demands of large-

scale construction projects, sand mining is stripping beaches 

and dunes, destroying environments, and exploiting labor in 

the process. 

The authors of Vanishing Sands track the devastating 

impact of legal and illegal sand mining over the past twenty 

years, ranging from Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean to South 

America and the eastern United States. They show how sand 

mining has reached crisis levels: beach, dune, and river 

ecosystems are in danger of being lost forever, while 

organized crime groups use deadly force to protect their illegal mining operations. Calling for immediate and 

widespread resistance to sand mining, the authors demonstrate that its cessation is paramount for saving not only 

beaches, dunes, and associated environments but also lives and tourism economies everywhere. 

Co-authors of the new book are: Norma Longo, a geologist, photographer and long-time colleague of Pilkey’s at 

the Nicholas School; William Neal, emeritus professor of geology at Grand Valley State University; Nelson Rangel-

Buitrago, professor of geology, geophysics and marine research at the Universidad del Atlantico in Colombia; Keith 

Pilkey, an attorney concerned with issues of coastal development; and Hannah Hayes, a scholar of land rights, disaster 

capitalism and risk management. Read more on: https://www.dukeupress.edu/vanishing-sands 

--------------------------- 

 

 

UNEP ADAPTATION GAP REPORT 2022 

 
Excerpt: Climate change is landing blow after blow upon humanity and the planet, an onslaught that will only 

intensify in the coming years even if the world begins to bring down greenhouse gas emissions. UNEP’s Adaptation 

Gap Report 2022: Too Little, Too Slow – Climate adaptation failure puts world at risk finds that the world must 

urgently increase efforts to adapt to these impacts of climate change. 

 

The report looks at progress in planning, financing and implementing adaptation actions. At least 84 per cent of 

Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) have established adaptation plans, 

strategies, laws and policies – up 5 per cent from the previous year. The instruments are getting better at prioritizing 

disadvantaged groups, such as Indigenous peoples. Implementation of adaptation actions – concentrated in 

agriculture, water, ecosystems and cross-cutting sectors – is increasing. However, without a step change in support, 

https://www.dukeupress.edu/vanishing-sands
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adaptation actions could be outstripped by accelerating climate risks, which would further widen the adaptation 

implementation gap. 

 

The report looks at the benefits of prioritizing actions that both 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions and help communities adapt, such 

as nature-based solutions, and calls for countries to step up funding 

and implementation of adaptation actions. Additionally, the report 

discusses adaptation effectiveness and looks at adaptation-mitigation 

linkages and co-benefits. 

Read the full report here! 

 

Originally published by: United Nations Environmental 

Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
--------------------------- 

 

 

USING POLICY AS A TOOL TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION OF 

COASTAL BLUE CARBON ECOSYSTEMS 

 

Recognising that most environmental issues are best addressed through international cooperation, today there are a 

myriad of international policy processes meant to address the pressing challenges of climate change, biodiversity 

loss and sustainable development. The world of international policy – one of conference centres and country name 

plates; far away from mangrove forests – plays a key role in increasing global action to conserve and protect coastal 

blue carbon ecosystems. Within these international policy processes, such as the United Nations conventions on 

climate change and biodiversity, countries come together to set ambitious goals, take on-the-ground action at the 

national level, and share what they have achieved to date. 

However, many of these policy processes were established decades ago, in isolation from each other, often making 

it difficult for countries to collaborate across their closely-related themes of climate change, biodiversity and 

sustainable development. 

To help address this challenge, Conservation International and IUCN, along with partners, are working to accelerate 

the conservation and restoration of blue carbon ecosystems globally by increasing synergies across these often siloed, 

disconnected conversations. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the 2030 

Agenda and related Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, and the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) are the key policy processes relevant to conserving and restoring blue 

carbon ecosystems. Shifting from traditionally siloed approaches to integrated approaches across these policy 

processes holds the potential to deliver high-quality outcomes for coastal blue carbon ecosystems, which will allow 

countries to: 

https://www.unep.org/resources/adaptation-gap-report-2022
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Some of the key reasons to support increased synergy and collaboration across policy processes, and steps 

countries can take to achieve these goals: 

 Aligning goals for blue carbon ecosystems can increase global ambition, leading to more - and better - 

outcomes on the ground. 

 On-the-ground conservation and restoration can be implemented more efficiently and effectively. 

 Supporting synergies can promote innovation and better measurement of conservation and restoration 

outcomes. 

Further details on how the conservation and restoration of coastal blue carbon ecosystems can be accelerated and 

enhanced through aligned international policies, including recommendations for countries to take action, can be 

found in Conservation International and IUCN’s Blue Carbon Policy Framework. 

 

Authors: Dorothée Herr, Manager Oceans and Climate Change, IUCN; Victoria Romero, Policy Officer, 

Biodiversity, IUCN; Jill Hamilton, Director, Blue Climate Strategy, Conservation International (CI); and Elizabeth 

Francis, International Blue Carbon Policy Consultant. 

 

Originally published by ECO ECO22 SI2 Coastal Blue Carbon (ecomagazine.com) 

--------------------------- 

 

 

UNESCO STATE OF THE OCEAN REPORT TO MONITOR PROGRESS IN MEETING 

GLOBAL GOALS  

 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) launched a new flagship report 

entitled “State of the Ocean Report”, offering a brief, accessible, one-stop overview of the current state of the ocean, 

and to mobilize global society to act - and monitor progress - towards global goals. This pilot edition of the State of 

the Ocean Report (StOR) was proposed and developed to demonstrate the feasibility of keeping the world up to date 

on the current state of the ocean. 

It is intended as complementary to other assessments such as the World Ocean Assessment and the reports of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). 

http://digital.ecomagazine.com/publication/frame.php?i=755566&p=1&pn=&ver=html5&view=issueViewer&utm_source=ECO+Newsletter&utm_campaign=e0a74815bd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_08_25_01_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_efee101587-e0a74815bd-163094263
https://ioc.unesco.org/news/unesco-launches-new-state-ocean-report-monitor-progress-meeting-global-goals
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At the driving seat of the new report, the IOC-UNESCO is the main United Nations body for the promotion and 

international coordination of marine sciences to improve management 

of the ocean, coasts and marine resources. Hosted within UNESCO, the 

Commission enables 150 Member States to work together by 

coordinating programmes in capacity development, ocean observations 

and services, ocean science and tsunami warning, advancing 

knowledge-based solutions to key economic and social issues. 

The State of the Ocean Report is the first such report to succinctly 

compile the most current knowledge on the state of the ocean - from 

pollution to biodiversity - bringing all the key information policy-

makers and ocean managers require for making informed decisions in 

ocean protection and sustainable planning. 

The pilot edition of the State of the Ocean Report invited contributions 

from over 100 renowned experts, between authors and reviewers, across 

all major marine science fields, including ocean acidification, 

deoxygenation, marine pollution, tsunami early warnings, marine spatial 

planning, data management as well as enabling infrastructure to name a 

few. Subsequent editions of the Report will also invite contributions 

from other United Nations agencies, along the model of the State of the 

Climate report, regularly published by the World Meteorological 

Organization. 

Originally published by IOC UNECSO 

--------------------------- 

 

 

COASTAL HABITAT CONSERVATION 

New Perspectives and Sustainable Development of Biodiversity in the 

Anthropocene 

 

Editor: Free Espinosa 

 

Coastal Habitat Conservation: New Perspectives and Sustainable 

Development of Biodiversity in the Anthropocene offers the latest research 

and approaches to biodiversity conservation in coastal areas. The book 

synthesizes the background of foundational conservation views and provides 

new perspectives and recent strategies within a sustainable development 

context for coastal species and organic life. Written by a team of international 

authors with expertise in wide-ranging issues of biodiversity conservation, this 

book analyzes the challenges of conserving marine habitats and species that 

humanity faces in the Anthropocene era.  

Sections explore emerging and unforeseen impacts within a changing world, 

specifically, the marine-based conservation in the context of global change, 

coastal urbanization and mitigation of its environmental impacts, marine 

bioinvasions, conservation strategies for of out-of-sight communities like 

caves, habitat restoration, and the citizen science and its challenging role in 

monitoring conservation. 

Elsevier, 2023: https://www.elsevier.com/books/coastal-habitat-conservation/espinosa/978-0-323-85613-3. 

--------------------------- 
 

 

 

https://ioc.unesco.org/news/unesco-launches-new-state-ocean-report-monitor-progress-meeting-global-goals
https://www.elsevier.com/books/coastal-habitat-conservation/espinosa/978-0-323-85613-3
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The IGU Commission on Coastal Systems (CCS) website is at: http://igu-coast.org/ 

Mike Meadows, Professor at the Department of Environmental & Geographical Science, University of Cape Town, 

South Africa, President of the International Geographical Union (IGU), is our liaison with the executive committee 

of the IGU: michael.meadows@uct.ac.za.  

 

BECOME A CORRESPONDING MEMBER OF THE IGU COMMISSION ON COASTAL 

SYSTEMS  
 

If you wish to be a member: 
Please complete and return the form located on this page of the Newsletter, preferably by email. 

 

To maintain your membership: 
Share your information and experiences.  Provide information on your professional activity and the items you think will 

be of interest to your fellow members.  

 

 

Please provide the following: 
 

... new CCS member  ... current CCS member 

 

Name  ......   Department  ...... 

Institution ......   Street or P.O. Box ...... 

City  ......   State/Province  ...... 

Zip code ......   Country  ...... 

Fax  ......   Phone   ...... 

     E-mail   ...... 

 

I am interested in receiving the Newsletter of the Commission. 

 

My specialization in the field of coastal systems is:  

1. ...... 

2. ...... 

3. ...... 

4. ...... 

5. ...... 

 

 

 

 We personally request that you take a moment to distribute this newsletter to those who you believe will 

be interested in its contents.  The newsletter will be distributed twice yearly, primarily by email.  Please take a 

moment to forward this copy of the newsletter to those on your coastal emailing list and encourage them to join 

by forwarding their email address to us. 

 Thank you for your cooperation.   Margarita and Norb 

 

Communication with the co-editors 

E-mail: stancheva@ccms.bg 

 

Phone: +359 52 331324 

http://igu-coast.org/

